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DELPHI — Indiana guidelines 
recommend an inmate can spend 
up to 30 days in restrictive housing, 
also known as solitary confinement, 
before their situation is reevaluated. 

Delphi murder suspect Richard 
Allen spent 12 months in solitary 
confinement during his time at 
Westville Correctional Facility.

That’s according to Allen’s defense 
attorney Bradley Rozzi, who spoke 
during a hearing Wednesday in Car-
roll Circuit Court.

Allen is accused of killing teen-
agers Libby German and Abby 
Williams near the Monon High 
Bridge area in rural Carroll County 
on Feb. 13, 2017. Their bodies were 
found the next day.

Wednesday’s hearing was part of a 
series of hearings this week in con-

nection with several motions filed 
recently by both sides in the case.

One of those is a motion to sup-
press evidence filed earlier this year 
by the defense pertaining to alleged 
jailhouse confessions Allen gave dur-
ing his stint at WCF from December 
2022 to December 2023.

According to the defense, those 
confessions were reportedly made 
under severe duress and not given 
voluntarily, thus they should not be 

introduced in front 
of a jury.

But the Carroll 
County Prosecutor’s 
Office on Wednes-
day argued those 
confessions show 
Allen’s alleged guilt.

During opening 
arguments on the 
motion, Rozzi told 
the court that Allen’s 
alleged confessions can be sorted 
into five “buckets.”

“They are statements made to 

family, inmates, guards, the warden 
and chaplain and psychologists,” the 
defense attorney said.

According to the prosecution, 
Allen made 61 incriminating state-
ments or alleged confessions during 
a two-month period in the spring of 
2023.

Some of those statements came via 
telephone calls to Allen’s wife and 
mother that were monitored by the 
Indiana Department of Corrections.

Other statements were reportedly 

Jail confessions highlight Delphi hearing
Delphi murder suspect will be back in court Thursday

Stellantis 
makes 

buyout offers
Company looks to 
cut costs and keep 
vehicle prices down

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DETROIT  — Jeep and Ram maker 
Stellantis says it will offer buyout 
packages to many of its U.S. white-
collar workers five days after the 
company’s CEO said the auto indus-
try is in the middle of a significant 
storm.

The company told salaried work-
ers that eligible employees will get 
individual offers in mid-August. 
The offers will be limited to certain 
job functions that Stellantis has not 
identified. It also wouldn’t say by 
how much it wants to cut the salaried 
workforce. The company has about 
11,000 salaried workers in the U.S.

It wasn’t clear whether similar 
offers would be made in other coun-
tries.

In a statement Tuesday, Stellantis 
said it faces inflationary pressures 
at the same time as it tries to make 
affordable vehicles for its customers.

“We remain focused on taking the 
necessary actions to reduce our costs 
to protect the long-term sustainabil-
ity of the company,” the statement 
said.

The company said in an email to 
employees that it will provide sever-
ance pay based on years of service, as 
well as cash lump sum payments to 
help cover health care costs. It also 
will provide job placement services, 
the email said.

“We must continue to adapt by 
streamlining operations and find-
ing efficiencies that will enhance 
our competitiveness to ensure our 
future sustainability and growth,” 
the email said.

After a disappointing first-half 
earnings report Thursday, CEO 
Carlos Tavares said the industry is 
going to be in turmoil. Net profits 
were down 48% compared with the 
same period last year.

Tavares also told reporters last 
week that the global auto industry 
is caught between consumers look-
ing for more affordable vehicles and 
demands for more capital spending 
to develop new electric and gas-pow-
ered vehicles.

In North America, Tavares said 
Stellantis let inventory get too high, 
and plans to fix that in the first half 
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Kokomo mother Monica Bush 
went into her doctor’s appointment 
at 19 weeks pregnant like any other 
mother would — excited to see what 
gender her and her husband’s baby 
was.

That excitement, though, soon 
turned to worry as the ultrasound 
was taking longer than it should 
have.

“My husband was like ‘There’s 
something wrong,’” Bush said.

Later that afternoon, Bush got a 
call from her physician telling her 
that her baby had a cleft lip and pre-
sumably a cleft palate as well.

“I remember shutting my phone 
off and just slumping to the floor 
because it was like a bomb just 
dropped,” Bush said.

At the time, Bush and her hus-
band, Jason, had little idea what 
a cleft lip and palate was. No one 
in their immediate family had ever 
been diagnosed with it.

As many people would, she turned 

to Google, though, as it almost 
always is, that was a bad idea.

“So many families do that 
because between getting the call 
and diagnosis, they don’t know 
where to turn, they don’t have 
anybody,” Bush said. “In the begin-
ning, I just remember feeling very 
isolated because things got very 
serious very quickly.”

Regardless of how much the 
couple read about the condition, 
nothing could have prepared 
them for the many hours in doc-
tor’s appointments, surgeries and 
struggles they and their new son 
would have to endure.

WHAT IT IS
During a pregnancy, the lip of 

the baby forms between the fourth 
and seventh week.

Ideally, during development, the 
body tissue and cells of the face 
grow toward the center of the face 
and join together to make the lips 
and mouth of the baby.

When that tissue and cell don’t 
join together is when a cleft lip 

occurs. The opening can be small, 
or it can go through the lip into the 
nose.

The roof of the mouth, also 
known as the palate, develops 
around the same time as the lip, 

between the sixth and ninth week 
of pregnancy. Similar to a cleft lip, 
a cleft palate occurs when the tis-

sue that makes up 
the palate doesn’t 
j o i n  t o g e t h e r 
completely. Some 
babies can have a 
partial or full cleft 
palate.

According to 
Centers for Dis-
ease Control and 
Prevention, about 

1 in 1,050 babies is born with cleft 
lip with/without cleft palate and 
about 1 in 1,600 babies is born with 
cleft palate alone in the U.S.

The causes of most cases of cleft 
lip and cleft palate is not known 
exactly but is thought to be caused 
by a combination of genetic and 
environmental factors.

Thanks to advancements in 
treatment, the malformation is less 
lethal than it used to be.

In 1990, about 14,600 of those 
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Kokomo woman a ‘warrior’ for cleft families
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Monica Bush, of Kokomo, is a mother who has become an advocate since her son was born with a cleft lip.
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Henry Bush, shown here as 
a newborn, was born with a 
unilateral complete cleft lip and 
cleft palate.

Henry Bush
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NATIONAL TEMPERATURES & FORECAST
City, yesterday’s high & low recorded temperatures, today’s high & low expected temperatures, and today’s forecast:

Albany, NY 86 70 93 68 Partly sunny and hot
Albuquerque, NM 101 74 96 71 Hot, becoming breezy
Anchorage, AK 66 52 66 56 Turning cloudy
Asheville, NC 83 64 86 65 A stray p.m. t-storm
Atlanta, GA 91 73 95 74 A t-storm around
Atlantic City, NJ 79 73 83 73 Humid with sunshine
Austin, TX 97 74 97 75 Mostly sunny
Baltimore, MD 96 71 97 73 A t-storm around
Baton Rouge, LA 94 77 97 78 A t-storm around
Billings, MT 92 64 100 67 Hot
Birmingham, AL 92 74 96 75 A t-storm around
Bismarck, ND 87 60 94 62 Sunny and warmer
Boise, ID 96 69 103 72 Very hot
Boston, MA 84 73 91 71 A t-storm in spots
Buffalo, NY 82 70 86 70 Humid
Burlington, VT 86 70 89 69 A t-storm in spots
Casper, WY 87 49 95 54 Plenty of sunshine
Charleston, SC 90 76 93 80 A t-storm around
Charleston, WV 93 70 91 72 A heavy thunderstorm
Charlotte, NC 93 73 96 73 A t-storm around
Cheyenne, WY 88 56 93 58 Mostly sunny and hot
Chicago, IL 93 74 86 72 A heavy thunderstorm
Cleveland, OH 86 76 84 74 A heavy thunderstorm
Columbia, SC 95 73 99 75 A t-storm around
Columbus, OH 89 73 90 72 A heavy thunderstorm
Dallas, TX 99 77 101 79 Breezy and very warm
Denver, CO 98 61 98 65 A stray t-shower
Des Moines, IA 91 73 86 68 A t-storm around
Detroit, MI 90 72 89 72 A heavy thunderstorm
Duluth, MN 86 66 78 64 Not as warm

El Paso, TX 97 78 102 78 Mostly sunny and hot
Fairbanks, AK 65 51 61 50 Rain and drizzle
Fargo, ND 84 67 88 64 Mostly sunny
Grand Junction, CO 100 67 103 70 Hot
Grand Rapids, MI 88 68 86 69 A heavy thunderstorm
Helena, MT 87 58 98 64 Sunny and warmer
Honolulu, HI 88 74 87 77 A shower or two
Houston, TX 95 76 95 77 Mostly sunny, humid
Jackson, MS 98 75 99 75 A t-storm around
Jacksonville, FL 97 76 93 76 A t-storm around
Juneau, AK 57 51 64 50 Warmer
Kansas City, MO 98 78 95 74 Variable cloudiness
Knoxville, TN 83 72 91 73 A t-storm around
Las Vegas, NV 109 85 106 84 Mostly sunny
Lexington, KY 85 73 93 73 A heavy thunderstorm
Little Rock, AR 95 76 100 75 Hot with sunshine
Los Angeles, CA 85 62 84 65 Mostly sunny
Louisville, KY 92 74 94 74 A heavy thunderstorm
Madison, WI 91 72 84 68 A heavy thunderstorm
Memphis, TN 94 77 97 76 Mostly sunny
Miami, FL 91 83 92 83 A t-storm around
Milwaukee, WI 91 72 82 71 A heavy thunderstorm
Minneapolis, MN 94 70 81 69 A stray thunderstorm
Mobile, AL 95 77 96 78 A t-storm around
Mt. Wshngtn, NH 62 54 59 53 A shower and t-storm
Nashville, TN 95 75 99 74 Very hot
New Orleans, LA 95 80 96 81 A shower and t-storm
New York, NY 89 72 93 75 A t-storm around
Norfolk, VA 93 74 98 77 A t-storm around
Oklahoma City, OK 100 78 103 76 Hot

Olympia, WA 80 55 92 56 Sunny and warmer
Omaha, NE 99 72 90 67 Not as hot but humid
Orlando, FL 94 78 94 77 A shower and t-storm
Philadelphia, PA 92 74 95 75 A t-storm around
Phoenix, AZ 110 89 105 87 Partly sunny
Pittsburgh, PA 95 71 90 73 A heavy thunderstorm
Portland, ME 78 68 85 67 A shower and t-storm
Portland, OR 87 62 97 68 Sunny and very hot
Providence, RI 81 70 93 68 Warmer with some sun
Reno, NV 97 63 100 64 Mostly sunny and hot
Richmond, VA 90 73 99 75 A t-storm around
Roswell, NM 107 76 106 75 A t-storm around
Sacramento, CA 98 59 101 62 Mostly sunny and hot
Salt Lake City, UT 94 70 101 73 Sunny
San Antonio, TX 99 75 98 77 Mostly sunny, warm
San Diego, CA 76 64 75 65 Partly sunny
San Francisco, CA 68 57 67 57 Turning sunny
Savannah, GA 97 74 95 77 A t-storm around
Seattle, WA 78 59 84 62 Mostly sunny
Sioux Falls, SD 88 67 88 63 Mostly cloudy
Springfield, IL 88 73 91 69 Drenching t-storms
St. Louis, MO 98 78 98 75 Heavy t-storms, hot
Tampa, FL 92 77 93 78 A t-storm around
Toledo, OH 90 70 88 70 A heavy thunderstorm
Tucson, AZ 100 76 95 77 A t-storm around
Tulsa, OK 102 79 102 76 Partly sunny and hot
Vero Beach, FL 87 77 92 77 A t-storm around
Washington, DC 92 71 100 73 A t-storm around
Wichita, KS 105 76 100 71 Partly sunny, warm
Wilmington, DE 89 71 94 74 A t-storm around

Avon .................. 89/72
Bloomington ...... 90/70
Columbus .......... 90/70
Greenwood ........ 88/71

Greencastle ....... 88/71
Greenfield .......... 87/71
Indianapolis ....... 89/73
Noblesville ......... 88/71

Kokomo ............. 87/70
Lafayette ............ 87/70
Logansport ........ 86/69
Muncie ............... 87/69

REGIONAL OUTLOOK
Today’s expected high and low temperatures across Indiana:

FORECAST
More scattered 
storms are in the 
forecast today. 
Watch for times of 
sun and times of 
rain with nonstop 
humidity. Highs will 
reach well into the 
80s with a couple 
90s to the south.

 — WTHR

LOCAL INFORMATION

Wednesday: 
High: 81
Normal: 84
Record: 97 
(1953)

Low: 70
Normal: 66
Record: 44 
(1915)

Moon phases:Today’s sun and moon:

Weather data sources: WTHR, National Weather Service, AccuWeather, Associated Press, SunriseSunset.com

Daily high and low recorded at Indianapolis International Airport.
Normal and record highs and lows recorded in Indianapolis, since 1871.

Moonrise: 3:24a
Moonset: 7:38p

Sunrise: 6:42a
Sunset: 9:00p

Aug. 4 Aug. 12 Aug. 19 Aug. 26

born globally with cleft lip 
and cleft palate died. In 2017, 
that number dropped to about 
3,800, according to the medi-
cal journal The Lancet.

While cleft lip and cleft pal-
ate may be seen to the general 
public as merely a condition 
that affects one’s physical 
appearance, it is much, much 
more.

Those born with a cleft lip 
and/or cleft palate are subject 
to numerous complications, 
including chronic ear infec-
tions and hearing loss due to 
the eustachian tube not being 
able to drain f luid as well, 
dental problems, speech dif-
ficulties and potentially low 
self-esteem and stress as they 
potentially face some stigma 
from peers over looking “dif-
ferent” than others.

“I think most people, unless 
you have a personal connec-
tion, don’t understand how 
complex the condition is and 
that it’s truly a lifelong jour-

ney,” Adina Lescher, vice 
president of community devel-
opment at the nonprofit Smile 
Train.

Smile Train is the world’s 
largest cleft-focused organi-
zation. It provides free cleft 
surgery in nearly 100 coun-
tries, trains doctors and 
provides hospital funding for 
the procedures.

SURGERIES 
AND MORE SURGERIES

Bush’s son, Henry, was born 
in 2012 with a unilateral com-
plete cleft lip and cleft palate. 
He essentially didn’t have a left 
nostril.

At just 12 weeks old, he had 
his first surgery to correct the 
cleft lip. It was surprisingly a 
bittersweet moment for Bush.

“I really fell in love with that 
smile, and you can’t even imag-
ine (as a mother) changing it,” 
she said. “I did not expect the 
flood of grief I felt … He’s never 
ever going to look like the baby 
I delivered. So I took a ton of 
pictures and cried about it.”

Later came surgery to repair 
the cleft palate. Those first two 
surgeries, though, were just the 

beginning.
In total, Henry, now almost 

12-years-old, has undergone 
surgery 13 times, including 
multiple orthodontic type 
surgeries, and that number 
is likely to grow as Henry 
matures and his body con-
tinues to change throughout 
puberty.

“How do you get over the fact 
that your child’s surgery count 
is higher than his age for the 
longest time?” Bush said.

Because of the need for 
multiple surgeries, Henry’s 
development during childhood 
was far from normal.

He learned to walk before 
crawling because he needed 
arm stabilizers after his cleft 
surgeries so that his infant self 
would not pick at his face.

At 10 months old, all Henry 
could say was “momma.” Bush 
and her husband resorted to 
teaching him sign language to 
communicate.

At two and half to three 
years old, Henry was still not 
sucking through a straw.

After an extensive surgery 
that reconstructed his entire 
palate, Henry, around the age 

of four or five, was able to say 
“puppy”correctly. Soon after, 
Henry began having full con-
versations, something that had 
never happened before. He 
spent three years in preschool 
before moving on to kinder-
garten.

“Along the way, you realize 
you have to celebrate every 
small victory we have because 
he is behind, and it never 
feels good to have somebody 
come in and say ‘He’s delayed,’ 
because we’re doing all we 
can,” Bush said.

Throughout it all, Henry has, 
for the most part, remained 
upbeat about his condition and 
has gone from being shy about 
his cleft to, one year in grade 
school, choosing his “cleft 
smile” as the best part about 
himself.

“He’s enjoyable to be 
around,” Bush said about 
her son. “He’s also a more 
empathetic and caring per-
son because of what he’s gone 
through and had to endure….
Everyone’s a friend.”

BURDEN TO BENEFIT
Throughout the entirety of 

Bush’s experience with her son 
Herny’s cleft lip and palate, 
one thing became abundantly 
clear: there needed to be more 
peer support for “cleft par-
ents.”

Bush founded her own non-
profit, Legendary Smiles, 
in 2020 with the aim to 
strengthen and support “cleft 
families” in the state of Indi-
ana, whether that’s simply 
listening and having conver-
sations to pointing them to 
needed resources, such as 
financial help, doctors and 
therapists.

Since then, the nonprofit 
has more than 300 families in 
its support group. In addition, 
Bush is also a parent advisor 
in the Craniofacial Anomalies 
program at Riley Hospital for 
Children in Indianapolis, 
where Henry receives his care.

Bush’s efforts were recog-
nized a few years ago by Smile 
Train.

Every year, the nonprofit 
puts on Cleft Con, a one-day 
event that aims to “share sto-
ries, exchange knowledge and 
foster connections to enhance 
empowerment and education 

in the cleft space.”
Bush attended the first ever 

Cleft Con in 2020. Her dedica-
tion and passion for helping 
other clef-affected families 
stood out to Lescher and oth-
ers at Smile Train.

“Monica is such a fierce 
warrior when it comes to her 
family but also the larger cleft 
community,” Lescher said. 
“She has a deep emotional 
attachment when it comes to 
fighting for her child, and she 
really feels that same sense of 
obligation to the larger cleft 
community.”

Bush was invited to this 
year’s convention in Houston, 
held on July 20, to tell her 
story to attendees.

“I want to be that person 
who people can reach out to,” 
she said. “You never know 
how you’re going to impact 
someone just by sharing your 
story.”

Tyler Juranovich can be 
reached at 765-454-8577, 
by email at tyler.juranovich@
kokomotribune.com or on 
Twitter at @tylerjuranovich.

MOTHER
CONTINUED FROM A1


